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‘Inside’
scoop
for you ...

• Swansboro Rescue to celebrate 50th, page 3A 

• SRES is featured in Itʼs Elementary, page 8B

BUCS FALL IN OT

Do you plan to observe 
Veterans Day on Friday? 

Max Cuellar
of Swansboro

“Yes. Iʼm a veteran, and 
Iʼll honor those who came 
before and those who will 
come after me.”

Swansboro High 
Schoolʼs soccer team fell 
in sudden death to East 
Duplin in state playoff 
action.

For details, turn to page 
1B.

The weekend weather calls for 
mostly cloudy skies with showers. 
Highs will be in the low-60s and lows 
will be in the mid-50s.

This weekʼs weather picture is 
drawn by Kaleb Armstrone, a student 
in Candi McGuyerʼs first grade class 
at White Oak Elementary School.

AT BOGUE INLET
HIGH                            LOW

Friday, November 11
7:25 a.m.         12:57 a.m.
7:40 p.m.          1:56 p.m.

Saturday, November 12
8:01 a.m.            1:32 a.m.
8:17 p.m.                2:33 p.m.

Sunday, November 13
8:38 a.m.          2:08 a.m.
8:55 p.m.          3:12 p.m.

Monday, November 14
9:18 a.m.         2:47 a.m.
9:36 p.m.         3:52 p.m.

Tuesday, November 15
10:00 a.m.           3:29 a.m.
10:22 p.m.         4:35 p.m.
Wednesday,  November 16

10:46 a.m.          4:16 a.m.
11:14 p.m.         5:21 p.m.

Thursday, November 17
11:38 a.m.         5:11 a.m.
-------                 6:12 p.m.

(The tide chart appears courtesy of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration.)

STREET BEAT

TIDE TABLE

WEEKEND 
WEATHER

IN SPORTS
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Expenses mount on road

By BRAD RICH
Tideland News Writer

Cape Carteret has a new may-
or and two new commissioners, 
after tight balloting in the mu-
nicipal election Tuesday.

Dave Fowler, a sitting com-
missioner who chose to chal-
lenge incumbent Mayor Ron 
Harkless, won his race 258-203, 
in large part because he held a 
commanding lead in pre-election 
day one-stop early voting.

Fowler, who also has served 
as a Carteret County commis-
sioner, swamped Harkless 157 
to 97 in the early voting, a testa-
ment to what he called a “very 
organized and efficient” cadre of 
volunteers who got out the vote. 
That lead enabled him to hold off 
Harkless, who actually would 
have won the race 106 to 101 
based on Election Day ballots 
cast at the Western Park Com-
munity Center.

In the commissionerʼs race 
in Cape Carteret, incumbent Ed-

die Seegers, who had previously 
been appointed to his seat, held 
on to it with 281 votes, lead-
ing the entire ticket. Newcomer 
Richard Renna took a seat with 
271 votes, followed by Richard 
Hunt, also a former town com-
missioner and county commis-
sioner, who won with 235. In-
cumbent Ellen Linden, who has 
served 12 years, finished one 
vote behind Hunt.

Again, early voting was the 
key in the victory for Hunt, as 
Linden actually outpolled him 
on Election Day by a consider-
able margin 123 to 96. Hunt, 
however, had led the early vot-
ing 139 to 111, which gave him 
the narrow victory.

Things were a bit confusing 
at the polling place, where many 
of the candidates had gathered, 
because poll workers only had 
available the Election Day votes, 
which showed Harkless and 
Linden leading. Cape Carteret 
candidates and their representa-

Bogue Mayor
Merrill Russell  ...............................40
Bogue Council
Eddie Morton  ................................39
Herbert Page  ..................................38
Glenn Russell  .................................41

Cape Carteret Mayor
Dave Fowler  ...................................258
Ron Harkless  ...................................203
Cape Carteret Commissioner
Gary Harrison*  ................................160
Richard Hunt  .................................235
Ellen Linden  ....................................234
Richard Renna  ..............................271
Eddie Seegers  .................................281

Cedar Point Mayor
Buddy Guthrie  ...............................221
Cedar Point Commissioner
Bill Ennett  ......................................199
Rufus Murray  ..................................066
Allan Redfearn  ................................078
David Winberry  .............................219

Emerald Isle Commissioner
Nita Hedreen  ..................................120
Tom Hoover  ...................................141
Floyd Messer  ..................................151

Peletier Mayor
Larry Rhue  ......................................26
Dale Sowers  ....................................66
Peletier Commissioner
Richard Bright  ..............................73
Nicky Krajacic .................................24
Bill Norris  ......................................79

Swansboro Commissioner
Jim Allen  ........................................242
Gery Boucher .................................227
Tom Cariker  ....................................155
John Davis  .......................................097
John Freshwater* .............................043
John Lister ......................................245
Rick McCormac ...............................225

*These candidates have withdrawn
Results Unofficial • Winners in Bold

T deland News
The Great Mullet Run is 
Saturday! Register by 

calling (910) 326-5066!

Municipal Election Results

By BRAD RICH
Tideland News Writer

Cedar Point and some of its residents 
are gearing up for court, the next and 
possibly final round of the long-running 
battle over Waterway Drive.

According to Town Attorney Neil 
Whitford, motions in the case – set to de-
cide whether the street is public, as the 
town contends, or private, as its residents 
insist – are likely to be heard by a judge 
late this month or in early December. 
Included will be a motion for summary 

judgment, which could end the case. If 
that doesnʼt happen, the case will most 
likely go before judge and jury late in the 
first quarter of 2012.

Waterway Drive property owners are 
wondering why it got to this point, and 
at least one town commissioner, Rufus 
Murray, said he still wants to go back 
to a mediated settlement that both sides 
signed but that the town board ultimately 
rejected.

“We were just stunned in July when the 
town board rejected the mediation settle-
ment,” said Sue Ross, Waterway Drive 
Property Owners  ̓Association president. 
Her comments came as she gave a re-
porter a walking tour of the short street, 
which offers a beautiful view of Bogue 
Inlet and the tips of Emerald Isle and Bear 
Island. “It just seems counterintuitive. We 

negotiated in good faith; we thought the 
town negotiated in faith. We all gave up 
something; it seemed like a reasonable 
compromise. Then the town board voted 
to reject the mediated settlement.

“We were very disappointed,” Ross 
continued. “Usually when you agree to 
mediation, and the mediator makes a rec-
ommendation, and everybody signs on to 
it, itʼs almost pro-forma. We really donʼt 
understand.”

Neither does Murray.
“With over $75,000 in legal fees and 

associated costs already spent on Wa-
terway Drive … and no end in sight … 
I would hope this board would have a 
special meeting and would strongly con-
sider, again, accepting that agreement,” 
said Murray.

Cedar Point Commissioner Sam 

Meadows, who has served as mayor pro 
tem this year, and whose seat was not up 
for election Tuesday, said that could hap-
pen, but only if the property owners make 
one concession: allow anyone legally 
authorized to drive a golf cart on Cedar 
Point streets to use those carts on Water-
way Drive.

He said that was the reason he and the 
others wouldnʼt vote for the agreement.

Only the mayor, the mayor pro tem 
or two commissioners can call a special 
meeting.

The rejected settlement agreement 
would have maintained Waterway Drive 
as a private street, but would have given 
the public the right to walk, bike and jog 
down the street. It also would have al-

Waterway 
lawsuit

Fowler wins 
mayor seat

tives, plus a sizeable number of 
citizens, were left scrambling to 
use cell phones to connect to the 
county board of election site in 
order to determine who actually 
had won.

Incumbent Commissioner 

Gary Harrison, who had been 
appointed to his position and 
had to pull out of his campaign 
for re-election because he is an 
active duty Marine, still received 
160 votes.

The balloting for Cedar Point, 

just west of Cape Carteret, also 
took place at Western Park, but 
was not nearly as close.

Voters returned two former 
commissioners to the board. Da-

Group 
rallies 
to save 
home
By JIMMY WILLIAMS
Tideland News Writer

Despite the fact that half the 
front porch was missing deck-
ing and sections of siding could 
be easily pierced by a semi-
stiff finger, the mood at the Alex 
Moore House in Swansboro on 
the afternoon of Oct. 26 was 
decidedly upbeat.

On hand to provide an 
expertʼs opinion of the renova-
tion potential of the 105-year-old 
house was John P. Wood. And 
Wood, preservation/restoration 
specialist with the State Historic 
Preservation Office, was positive 
about the prospect of renova-
tions.

Members of the Swansboro 
Historical Association, owner of 
the home on Walnut Street that 
only a few weeks ago had been 
slated for demolition, joined 
Wood for the walk-through.

Bob Shuller, SHA treasurer, 
said the private, non-profit agen-
cy paid $132,000 for the home. 
The deal closed on Sept. 29.

The SHA had to “step up 
to the plate” to save the house, 
Wood said as he surveyed the 
property. He praised the group 
for accepting the financial bur-
den. “It is a scary thing,” he 

Joining John Wood, right, are, from 
left, SHA board members Susan Casper 
and Ann Shuller, SHA member Lee 
Shuller, SHA treasurer Bob Shuller, SHA 

board chairman Phil Keagy, SHA board 
member David Killette, SHA President 
Amelia Dees-Killette and SHA board 
member Billy Hiott. (Williams photo)

said of the group purchasing the 
home.

But, he added, it is the type of 
action that could spur others to 
renovate rather than raze.

“From a PR standpoint for 
preservation of the community, 
you canʼt get any better than 
this,” Wood said.

Shuller said Woodʼs walk-
through – his second visit to the 
site – did much more than pro-

vide an assessment; it also pro-
vided a baseline that will allow 
the eventual owner to claim a 30 
percent state tax credit for the 
cost of renovations.

“He did a more in-depth 
review of the house, in order to 
establish the qualifications for 
the tax credit,” Shuller said.

After a few weeks of inspect-
ing and gathering information, 
Shuller said he believes the SHA 

would probably spend about 
$35,000 to renovate the exterior 
of the home. That should take 
about nine months.

By that point, the SHA plans 
to have sold the building to 
someone willing to complete the 
renovations.

“Our intention is restore the 
exterior of the building. We 

Disabled 
veteran 
receives 
facelift 
at home
By BRAD RICH
Tideland News Writer

Veterans Day is Friday, and  
retired and disabled Marine Sgt. 
Eric LeClair and his wife, Cheryl, 
are living in far better conditions 
than they were this time last year, 
thanks to efforts by two state-
wide organizations and a crew of 
workers from an Onslow County 
business.

LeClair spent years as what 
his wife calls an “infantry grunt,” 
including serving in the Iraq War. 
The Swansboro Loop Road resi-
dent, who had re-entered service 
after 9-11 following a 10-year 
break, came out of the land-based 
portion of his service whole. He 
was not so fortunate in 2003, 
however; while teaching mar-
tial arts onboard a ship, he was 
thrown and struck his head and 
suffered crushed vertebrae in his 
neck. 

The injury and two subse-
quent car wrecks back home, 
attributable in part to previously 
unrecognized effects from his 

Swansboro election 
coverage on page 8A

(See SUIT, page 11A)

(See VOTERS, page 8A)

(See MOORE, page 9A) (See VETERAN, page 9A)



CYAN  MAGENTA   YELLOW   BLACK

Tideland News, November 9, 2011, Swansboro, N.C.–9A

Hwy. 24 – across from Mills & Thomas
Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m-6 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Family Care 
Pharmacy gladly 

accepts TriCare and 
Express Scripts.

Call us today to transfer 
your prescriptions or bring 

in your new prescriptions for 
fast and friendly service.

(910) 326-6600

NOW OFFERING COMPLETE HEARING 
CARE INCLUDING HEARING AIDS

SWANSBORO EAR, NOSE
& THROAT

Tuesday and Wednesday 9-3. Call for appointment
252-393-1220

718 Cedar Point Blvd. • Swansboro

An af liate of Kinston Head and Neck Physicians and Surgeons, P.A.

Walter R. Sabiston, M.D. • Charles B. Beasley, M.D.
Robert H. Hosea, M.D. • Barbara L. Goheen, M.D. • Marci E. Lait, M.D.

NOV 14th -19th
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*Donation of turkey or $30 required to charity determined by club. See club for details.Offer based on first visit enrollment, minimum 12 mo. c.d./e.f.t. program. 
Discount applies to initial service fee. Not valid with any other offer. Valid only at participating locations. ©2011 Curves International

Customer Appreciation 
Lunch

Door Prices!
Bring a Friend or Loved One!

OPEN HOUSE
NOV. 12, 2011
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Carolyn’s Care
Helping senior adults live

independently.
Reasonable rates.

Call 910-340-5034

will only clean up the interior,” 
Shuller explained. “We felt like 
the less we do to the interior, the 
better chance we have to sell the 
house because the people who 
buy can restore the interior in 
a manner they choose. And the 
home will be for sale at any time 
during the process.”

Shuller said the sale price 
would be easy to determine.

“Our intent is to sell for what 
we have in it,” he said. “Our only 
goal is preserve the house.”

The SHA came to be involved 
in the project when the previ-
ous owners, James and Jane 
Sawyer of Jacksonville, sought 
and received a permit to demol-
ish the home. As a condition of 
the permit, the Sawyers, who 
planned to build a replacement 
structure, had to delay demoli-
tion one year.

Though the Sawyers offered 
to give the house to the town, it 
was not in condition to be easily 
moved. Nor was there a suitable 
site.

So the SHA began looking 
at finding a buyer, opting to 
work through Preservation North 
Carolina, a nonprofit agency 
that matches historic structures 
for sale with buyers willing to 
restore them. However, PNC will 
work only with owners of the 
structures.

The Sawyers, who paid 
$125,000, eventually settled on 
the deal with the SHA to sell the 
property for $132,000.

“It was a reasonable price,” 
Shuller said. “He was fair with 
us.”

Just before the deal closed, 
Wood was called in.

“He was very encouraging in 
everything he said … very posi-
tive about the house,” Shuller 
explained. “He said it needed to 
be saved.”

The house is in relatively 
good shape, Wood said.

Wood has been a big help 
throughout the process, accord-
ing to Ann Shuler, Bobʼs wife.

Eric and Cheryl LeClair are pictured 
on the porch of their home, which was 

renovated by volunteers dedicated to 
helping military families. (Rich photo)

(Continued from front page)

(Continued from front page)

Moore House ...

Private citizens 
saving history

Veteran receives help with house ...
shipboard accident, necessitated 
numerous surgeries and left him 
with excruciating pain. The cu-
mulative injuries have robbed 
him of 50 percent of his sight and 
hearing, and he has some cogni-
tive difficulties. He suffers from 
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder 
and Traumatic Brain Injury, is 
100 percent disabled and re-
ceived his medical discharge in 
2006.

As a result, Cheryl said Oct. 
13, the house the couple bought 
before Eric went to Iraq fell into 
disrepair, beset with rotting sid-
ing and other problems. The 
yard was in bad shape, too, as 
Eric was unable, and Cheryl too 
busy – sheʼs raising a 10-year-
old grandson Gavin, working 
fulltime, volunteering countless 
hours and driving Eric to and 
from numerous doctors  ̓appoint-
ments – to keep up.

All that was taken care of Oct. 
8-14 in a $20,000 repair effort by 
Military Missions In Action, a 
nonprofit group based in Fuquay-
Varina; Wellness For Warriors, a 
“meet-up” group based in Mor-
risville, founded by Cherylʼs 
friend Diane Callan; and a hard-
working cadre of volunteers from 
Home Depot in Jacksonville.

The groups and workers re-
placed all the siding, added a 
back deck, put in a new “emer-
gency” back door and landscaped 
the yard to make the whole place 
more livable and comfortable.

 “Iʼm really in awe of every-
body coming out to do all this 
for us,” Cheryl said. “It means 
so much to us. And it means so 
much to know that part of the 
reason – this is what Diane told 
me – that part of the reason is 
what I do for others.”

Indeed, since the accident 
that incapacitated her husband, 
Cheryl has dedicated her life to 
integrating holistic wellness so-
lutions into the lives of her fam-
ily and the Swansboro and Camp 
Lejeune communities. She teach-
es yoga and meditation, among 
other things, as a volunteer on 
base, and teaches full-time at 
Second Wind in Swansboro. 
Hundreds of “wounded warriors” 
and family members have learned 
from her how to better deal with 
the stress of military life.

She is an active volunteer 
board member for Semper Fidelis 
Health and Wellness, and in Feb-
ruary was presented the HERO 
of the month award from the De-
fense Center of Excellence.

Cheryl had worked at Cherry 
Point Marine Corps Air Station as 
a network administrator, but had 
to quit that job three years ago, 
after Ericʼs injury and two sub-
sequent car wrecks that further 
complicated his health issues.

“We have had financial con-
straints, of course,” she said, “but 
time is also a big problem. With 
working and volunteering and 
taking care of our grandson and 
taking care of Eric, it just gets 
so overwhelming. It was a leap 
of faith to quit (the Cherry Point 
job). Teaching yoga doesnʼt pay 
nearly as much, but the rewards 
are so much greater.”

“We could never have done 
this (house and landscaping 

work) ourselves. Weʼre just so 
grateful to everyone involved. 
They have done a fantastic job.”

Eric said he, too, was very 
grateful for the hard work of the 
volunteers and the dedication of 
the organizations involved.

He said he was proud that his 
wifeʼs involvement in the com-
munity helped make the project 
a reality. Although he conceded 
itʼs difficult for a Marine to ac-
cept the fact that he needs help, 
the work will definitely improve 
the familyʼs quality of life.

Callan said her group, Well-
ness For Warriors, loves working 
to help wounded veterans and 
service members to find healing 
and peace of mind, but added 
that Cherylʼs deep involvement 
in the military community had 
indeed sealed the deal for the ef-
fort and made it even more grati-
fying.

She suggested the project – 18 
months in the making – to Mike 
Dorman, founder of Military 
Missions In Action. That group 
set up the project and got Home 
Depot in Jacksonville involved.

Dawana Salter, pro sales man-
ager at the store, said the com-
pany donated $6,000 to $7,000 
in materials for the project and 
supplied much of the labor.

“People throughout the store 
have been involved, everyone 
from cashiers to managers, peo-
ple in tools and equipment, peo-
ple in appliances,” she said.

“Home Depot does a lot for 
our military families.  Weʼre 
all about helping our communi-
ties.”

The Jacksonville Home De-
pot, she said, has done about six 
“team builds” this year.

“Itʼs very gratifying to know 
that youʼre helping someone 
whoʼs in need of help. And we 
like to be out in the commu-
nity.”

One of the workers was Glenn 
Hill, manager of the lumber and 
building material department. 
He is a retired Marine with 24 
years of service, and said he was 
glad to pitch in.

“It was an opportunity to help 
and support a fellow service 

member,” he said. “And while 
we are always helping other 
countries, you rarely get the 
opportunity to help in our own 
communities. When that oppor-
tunity comes, you want to be a 
front-runner; you donʼt want to 
be forced to do it.”

Another volunteer from 
Home Depot was Deon Boyce, 
a part-time cashier and active 
duty master sergeant based at 
Lejeune.

“They (Home Depot) just go 
around and ask who has some 
free time to come out and help,” 
he said. “Itʼs very rewarding to 
help a fellow serviceman. This 
is my first time on one of these 
projects, but Iʼd recommend that 
anyone whoʼs never done one do 
at least one. Itʼs very eye-open-
ing to see what the community 
can do when so many people 
from different backgrounds and 
with different skill sets come to-
gether.”

That cooperation is what 
Wellness For Warriors is all 
about.

Callan said the groupʼs mis-
sion is to “serve those who serve 
by joining forces with individu-
als and organizations from the 
medical, academic, business and 
wellness communities to come 
together in ways that offer holis-
tic wellness support, workshops, 
education and resources to ben-
efit U.S. military service mem-
bers, veterans and their families 
in our community and in the na-
tion.”

According to the organiza-
tionʼs website, “W4W is com-
mitted to seeking out the best 
of the best in holistic health and 
warrior wellness programming 
… often referred to as integra-
tive wellness or complimentary 
alternative medicine. W4W is 
incorporating and co-creating 
holistic based lifestyles solutions 
that are being used in warrior 
wellness programs and in mili-
tary settings around the nation to 
help build warrior resiliency and 
offer peace of mind.”

The other major player in the 
effort, Military Missions In Ac-
tion, was founded in 2008 by 

Dorman after he had served 20 
years in the Coast Guard.

“Unlike others, when Military 
Missions in Action started, I did 
not know anyone who had been 
injured in Iraq or Afghanistan, 
and no one in my family was 
ever disabled in the military,” 
he wrote on the organizationʼs 
website.

“The idea for Military Mis-
sions in Action came one morn-
ing while watching the sunrise 
on Hunting Island. I was think-
ing about my life growing up 
in North Carolina, my career in 
the Coast Guard and my life as a 
contractor after the Coast Guard, 
and I felt the need to do more 
with my life. I was becoming 
aware that, with the high number 
of returning veterans suffering 
from disabilities, a need existed 
to have their homes modified 
so they can live independently. 
I was also aware that a large 
number of veterans are just now 
suffering disabilities from the 
Vietnam War and that age was 
becoming a disability for World 
War II Veterans.

“The thought was that Mili-
tary Missions in Action would 
help veterans with disabilities 
achieve independent living 
with home modifications. This 
is completed by our Commu-
nity Giveback Program, where 
groups of volunteers all come 
together to give back to our vet-
erans who sacrificed so much for 
our freedom.

“I also wanted to honor our 
fallen heroes like my grandfather, 
and support our men and women 
currently serving in the armed 
forces. Because of this, MMIA 
started the Everlasting Military 
Memorial and the Fill the Foot-
locker Program. I believe it is 
the responsibility of everyone to 
take care of our men and woman 
of the armed forces. It does not 
matter whether you are young or 
old, rich or poor, Republican or 
Democrat, it is our responsibility 
to support those who sacrificed 
so much for our freedom.”

To help, visit the organiza-
tionʼs website at: http://mili-
tarymissionsinaction.org.

“We appreciate his input 
through all this,” she said of 
Wood. “It has been a big boost.”

The experience has been 
made even more positive by the 
amount of cooperation from var-
ious businesses and individuals, 
according to Ann Shuller.

“It has been very encourag-
ing,” she said.

The purchase was made pos-
sible by a mortgage from First 
Citizens Bank, interest free and 
unsecured loans from three in-
dividuals amounting to $35,000, 
continually growing donations 
from individuals amounting to 
about $5,000 and donations of 
products and services of more 
than $3,000, according to Shuller. 
He also said the SHA netted $550 
at a recent fundraiser.

He said that in order to com-
plete the exterior renovation, the 
SHA would probably have to 
raise another $20,000.

But, Shuller said, all renova-
tion costs added to the original 
purchase price will be eligible 
for the 30 percent credit. Of 
course, the cost of renovating the 
interior will also be eligible for 
the credit.

According to Shuller, if 
the total cost of renovation is 
$100,000, the owner will have 
$30,000 in credit toward state 
income tax. And, if necessary, 
that credit can be applied over a 
multi-year period.

Furthermore, the home does 
not have to be a primary resi-
dence to be eligible for the tax 
credit. If the owner chooses, the 
home can be a rental. The key 
there is working with Woodʼs 
office prior to closing to deter-
mine exactly what steps have to 
be taken.

When all is done, Shuller 
believes the effort will serve as 
a demonstration project for res-
toration.

“We need to help people … 
encourage people … in restoring 
houses,” he said. “We can show 
that there are ways to soften the 
impact of the expense of these 
projects.”

The fact that private 
citizens came together to 
save the Alex Moore House 
in Swansboro from being 
replaced is no surprise to 
John P. Wood.

In his travels around east-
ern North Carolina, Wood 
said efforts to preserve his-
toric structures, such as the 
Moore House, which was 
built in 1906, are usually the 
result of citizens with a pas-
sion for their community.

Wood is preservation/res-
toration specialist with the 
State Historic Preservation 
Office.

“A lot of the preservation 
that gets done in the area is 
done on a grassroots level,” 
he said.

Often, the group that takes 
on a preservation project like 
this will save the structure for 
itself, to use it as a museum, 
for example.

In this case, the 
Swansboro Historical As-
sociation does not want to 
own the two-story residence 
on Walnut Street. It merely 
wants to ensure that the 
building is renovated. (See 
related story.)

“What is a little bit 
different for the folks in 
Swansboro is … their inten-
tion is to save it and (sell) it,” 
Wood explained. “They were 
reactive. (And that is) a little 
out of the norm.”

Wood referred to the SHA 
plans as an “11th hour res-
cue,” which makes the effort 
a little more unique.

It is a plan that could be 
used again and again, he said.

For example, Wood said, 
the New Bern Preservation 
Foundation works in a similar 
fashion, and actually raises 
funds in order to preserve 
historic structures, both on-
site and by moving them.

“A lot of times the level 
of interest (in preservation) is 
dictated by local elected of-
ficials,” he said.

Again, using New Bern 
as an example, he said town 
government embraced preser-
vation as way to improve the 

economy through attracting 
tourists, but also as a catalyst 
to improve neighborhoods. 
Furthermore, the focus on 
preservation is considered 
a quality-of-life issue that 
serves to raise the cityʼs value 
among those who may be 
looking to move to the area.

Local governments will 
often sponsor workshops 
and seminars for homeown-
ers, realtors, contractors, and 
elected and appointed of-
ficials that raise their aware-
ness of preservation.

More specifically, a local 
government can help pro-
vide an incentive to renovate 
through waiving or reducing 
building permit fees. The 
Swansboro Board of Com-
missioners is in the process 
weighing this option for the 
Moore House project.

Other direct benefits can 
be deferring local property 
taxes.

Wood said studies show 
the loss of revenue is more 
than made up for by the ben-
efits of preservation.

“Itʼs a win-win situation,” 
he said.

In becoming familiar with 
the town and its historic dis-
trict, Wood said Swansboro 
is unique, a “working class 
town.”

“There is a lot of charm 
because of what it was, how 
it developed and where it 
is located,” he explained. 
Replacement structures and 
new construction present “a 
challenge to keep the historic 
character.”

“Swansboro, unfortunate-
ly, has lost a lot of historic 
structures,” Wood added. 
“There has been a lot of loss. 
(But) Swansboro is not alone 
in that. Every community 
faces the same pressures.”

Key to maintaining the 
townʼs character, developed 
in the 19th century and early 
20th century, will be ensur-
ing that scale and material 
of replaced and renovated 
structures match the historic 
buildings.

By Jimmy Williams

ʻWe need to help people … encour-
age people … in restoring houses.ʼ

Bob Shuller
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